THE OLD SCHOOL

A SPEECH TO THE BOYS OF HARROW
DECEMBER 18, 1940

December 14. Laval, Vice-Premier and Foreign Minister of the
Vichy Government, dismissed, by Petain and arrested.
(He was released three days later at Germany's de-
mand.) Flandin appointed Vichy Foreign Minister.

December 16. British forces in the Western Desert captured Sollum,
Italy9s last stronghold in Egypt, and Fort Capuzzo, in
Libya.

December 17. President Roosevelt announced that the United States
would take over and pay for all British war orders in
the United States beyond those already contracted for.
Planes and munitions produced by these orders would he
on the same footing as those produced for U.S. defence.
7he proportion of arms sent to Britain would be
leased or sold under mortgage to this country, and
would either be returned or replaced in kind after the
war.

Announced that in the month of November 4,588
civilians were killed and 6,202 were injured in air raids
on Britain.

December 18. British troops pierced Bardia defences and Italian
army began retreat to Tobruk, seventy-jive miles away.

NOTE

The Prime Minister visited Harrow, his old school, on December
18, 1940. He was accompanied by Mr. L. S. Amery (Secretary of
State for India), Colonel J. T. C. Moore-Brabazon (Minister of
Transport) and Mr. Geoffrey Lloyd (Secretary of the Petroleum
Department of the Board of Trade), all old Harrovians. Mr.
Churchill and his ministerial colleagues joined the boys in singing
the School songs including " Giants of Old," " Boy " and " Forty
Years On.5*
The Prime Minister then made this short speech to the boys. ,
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